
Parish Council Meeting Minutes 

November 15, 2021 

In Attendance: Robert Bourque via Zoom (Disabilities Ministry Representative), Jennee Chin, 

Jim Hudson via Zoom, Bob & Carol Martin via Zoom (Stewardship Committee Representatives), 

Brian McAllister, James Parsons via Zoom (CYO Representative), Guillermo Rivero via Zoom 

(Join Parish / Finance Council Representive), Wayne Williams, Rev. Mark L. Smith, Pastor, Marie 

Winterson, Parish Secretary 

 

Not In Attendance: Cathy Buffington, David Cutler, Katherine Hunter (Pro-Life Issues), Loren 

Lavoy (Boy Scouts of America Representative), Joe Smith (Home School Association 

Representative), Rita Thompson (Girl Scouts of America Representative), Millie Vega 

 

1. Opening Prayer and Pastor Comments 

• Fr. Mark led us in an Opening Prayer 

• Fr. Mark noted that parishioners are continuing to return to Mass and some new people are 

joining us.  

• Fr. Mark reported on Harvest Bazaar 2021. 

o The community aspect was fantastic. Fundraiser aspect amazingly strong. 

o We've counted $71,500 so far with some PayPal and others deposits still on the 

way. 

o We will present one more Harvest Bazaar 2021 Holy Redeemer Happenings this 

Friday update. 

 

2. Status of Parish 

• Fr. Mark reported that our In-person Masses continue to grow. 

• Fr. Mark, Fr. Andrew, and EMHCs continue to make homebound visits & Communion 

Calls. 

• We are continuing our weekly online Holy Redeemer Mass although we are anticipating 

winding them down in the coming months as we continue to get back to normal. Hopefully 

at end of calendar year, Covid permitting, we will be able to end the recorded Masses. 

During Advent we will begin announcements of the plan to give folks plenty of notice. We 

will be sure that those still at home will be offered a list of alternative Masses, and the 

opportunity for home visits to keep them connected. 

• Our communications are strong through the Holy Redeemer Happenings Email and 

monthly bulletin mailed to those offline/not online all continue. 

• The All Souls Feast Day was beautiful thanks to work of Bereavement Ministry, and our 

Mass for Infant & Pregnancy Loss was well received and very healing. 

• We have initiated a partnership with the new PG County Food Rescue program, and it is 

going well. We have donated leftover food from the Parish Picnic and the Harvest Bazaar 

in a bid to eliminate food waste. 

• Fr. Mark reported that the Holy Redeemer School Monster Dash was a successful event as 

well. 



• Fr. Mark talked about our many upcoming events such as: 

o End-of-Life Issues Workshop on November 21, 2021, at 3 p.m. presented by Fr. 

Mark, Fr. Andrew, Attorney Steven Mudd, and members of the Holy Redeemer 

Bereavement Ministry 

▪ We will do a promo blast this week in the Wednesday HRH, include promo 

in the Sunday Mass HRH, very clear announcement at next Sunday Masses. 

Then record it, post it, link to it. Include contact info for Steve Mudd and 

Bereavement Ministry representatives. 

o Advent Mission presented by Fr. Patrick Mary Briscoe, OP and Fr. Jacob-Bertrand 

Janczyk, OP, friars from the Dominican House of Studies, Washington, DC 

o Christmas Masses - we will not have the Vigil Mass on the evening of December 

25th 

o Memorial Pathway Brick Sale #2 

• Fr. Mark named the new members of the Holy Redeemer Parish Finance Council: Micki 

Freeny, Tim McGrath, Kathy Schoffstall 

• Discussion Item: When should we discontinue the recorded Mass? 

 

3. Status of Holy Redeemer School  

• The school is doing well, although we have not seen the result we hoped to see from the 

new marketing company we have hired. The representative that we had been working with 

left the company and another replaced her. We remain hopeful as they work diligently.  

• A suggestion was made that the school increase their social media presence by joining 

LinkedIn. 

 

4. Finance Update 

• Fr. Mark reviewed the Stewardship Report to Parishioners that was posted online on parish 

website, in the bulletin, and in Holy Redeemer Happenings. A comment was made that we 

should have a key to explain the checks and x marks. 

 

5. Projects 

• Fr. Mark reported that very few projects are being done this time of year and instead we 

are focusing on ministry. Here are a few of the small projects that are currently underway: 

o The water in rectory was tested for lead, along with all of the school/parish faucets, 

and all passed as drinkable. We have added filters to many of them frequently used 

for drinking.  

o We are still waiting for plants to arrive to be planted along Berwyn Road side of 

church. The landscapers indicated that they could install the plants on Harvest 

Bazaar Friday morning which would not work out with all of the activity on that 

day.   

 

6. Committee Reports  

• Robert Bourque (Disabilities Ministry) is working on shortening one pew so that we can 

have a wheelchair pew in the church. We should see it installed by next summer. Once we 

see how that works, we will consider adding another on the other side of the church. This 

led to discussion of reconsidering the accessible restroom at the front of the church 

entrance. We will once again consider a macerating toilet option. 



• Bob & Carol Martin (Stewardship Committee) have worked with Matt Aujero and have 

solid plans a Financial Literacy Night on February 26, 2022, (snow date: March 12, 2022) 

with a presentation on debt-free living and on tithing by Rob & Sam Fatzinger. In January, 

we will begin promotion in the bulletin, website, & Holy Redeemer Happenings. The 

Stewardship Committee will prepare flyers, literature, and references. Matt Aujero will 

speak at Masses. Matt is a father of 5+, debt free, and tithes…and is happy. The aim of the 

Workshop is to help others to the same thing. 

• James Parsons (CYO Representative) reports that CYO is up and running with pretty good 

participation in Fall sports. 

 

7. Around the Table 

• April is Child Abuse Prevention Month. The suggestion was made that we include an 

Intercession each Sunday in April as well as bulletin and Holy Redeemer Happenings 

articles about resources and how to get help. We will revisit this at the January meeting to 

see what else we can do. 

 

Next Meeting: OPEN Meeting on Monday, January 17, 2022, at 7:00 p.m. 

• We will begin promoting it now with message along these lines: “We are looking for new 

ideas of what the parish can do better to serve you and your spiritual life. And we are 

looking for new members. Please join us for our next Open Parish Council Meeting." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Minutes recorded by Marie Winterson, 11/15/2021 


